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he said, with his eyes on Lewis: "I don't know why I ask
you this. It is a question I ask of myself."
The tone of intimacy and frankness in which these
concluding words were spoken made upon Lewis an
impression so deep, sudden and overpowering that he did
not reply and was even unaware of any need to do so. He
had from the outset recognized in Narwitz an exceptional
candour and strength, but had remained, in some degree,
an external observer of them, admiring but with reserve,
and asking himself, without being able to discover an
answer, whence arose his feeling of familiarity with this
man whom he knew to be a stranger. Now, with that abrupt
and inexplicable transition with which one's thought of
a woman changes from "I like" to "I love," a transition
which makes of her a new woman and of the world a new
world, he said within him: Here is a great man, here is
my master! and, looking again at Narwitz, he added almost
with terror: To betray him is to betray myself. When he
tried to recall the words that had produced this effect,
he could remember only the confessional simplicity with
which they had been spoken, a simplicity that had seemed
to lay open his own as well as the speaker's heart, and he
was filled with the shame of one who receives dumbly,
because he dare not respond, the affectionate confidence
of a child upon whom he has secretly worked some great
evil.
But Narwitz's strength was in his capacity to transcend
suffering, whether it gripped him now or lay in wait for
him. He was not to be pitied. As well pity the triumph of
the Cross. All values of the past were changed by being
seen in the proportion of his spiritual stature, and, in his
presence, Lewis ceased to blame or to defend his own
conduct, arguments that would have been applicable if
Julie's husband had been a different man seeming now to
have become irrelevant.
"That's Julie's step!" Narwitz said, unable to turn far
enough in his chair to watch her approach.
At sight of Lewis she hesitated. Her eyebrows went up
for an instant and her eyes shone. Then she ran forward

